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Living out our callings at

M1i

ur homes are where we live and are
as individual as we are. Homes may
include people who are single, married,

divorced and widowed, with and without
children or grandchildren, young and old,
wealthy and poor.

Whatever our homes are like, it is there
that we are all called to live out our
faith. But what does it mean to live
out our faith at home? And, how does

the church support the wide variety of

homes that make up our congregations
and communities?

Join us at Mid-Winter

Convocation as we explore these questions.

We look forward to seeing you!
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Who should attend
t

ba

This year' s Mid-Winter Convocation is for anyone interested in

discovering how to live out their faith at home. At Convocation,
you will find relevant, thought-provoking information. Pastors,
lay leaders, ministry directors, study groups and congregation
members are all invited to attend.

h

Why attend
Come and receive a deeper understanding of what living out
one' s calling in the home is all about. This conference will give
you background and ideas on how to develop, nurture and
affirm the callings you and those in your congregation serve at

home.

For more information
For additional information and updates, visit the Convocation

Web site at www.luthersem.edu/ convo. You may also contact us
for

more

information

or with

any

questions at: ( 651)

641- 3431,

or kmkramerC@luthersem.edu.

About Mid- Winter Convocation
Mid-Winter Convocation is offered for the theological

enrichment of lay and ordained ministry leaders and the
Christian community at large. A national conference,
Convocation features scholars and teachers from Luther

Seminary and around the world.
This year' s Convocation is the first in a four-part series about

living

the Christian' s calling at

home (Jan. 2004), work (Jan.

2005),

church (Jan. 2006) and in the community (Jan. 2007). A
study guide will accompany each Convocation in this series.

Join us at our next Convocation!

Living Out Our Callings at Work"
Mid-Winter Convocation, Jan. 2005

Luther Seminary
St. Paul, Minn.

S1RJ
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Convocation Schedule

Wednesday Jan. 7
9

a. m.- 1

p. m.

Registration, Check-In, Visit Vendor Fair

s

located in Northwestern Hall)
10

a

Chapel: Matthew 10: 34- 36Ell

a. m.

3

Preacher: the Rev. Dr. Richard Bliese

10: 45
11

a. m.

a. m.-Noon

Greeting: the Rev. Dr. David L. Tiede
Plenary with the Rev. Dr. Jim Nestingen:
The Relationship Between Justification

w

r
z$ }

and Vocation"
j

Noon- 1: 15 p. m.

Lunch ( on

1: 15- 1: 30 p. m.

Hymn Sing led by the Rev. Robert Brusic

1: 30- 2: 45 p. m.

President' s Forum and Faithfulness in

your own)

Ministry Awards: the Rev. Dr. David L.
Tiede

2: 45- 3: 15 p. m.

Break

3: 15- 4: 30 p. m.

Plenary with Dr. Diana Garland:
Twenty-first Century Households —
The Way Things Are"

4: 30- 5: 30 p. m.

Reception (for all alumni/ ae)

6 p. m.

Reunion Dinners
E

for classes: 1958, 1963, 1968, 1973, 1978,
1983, 1988, 1993, 1998, 2003)

6: 30 p. m.

j

Northwestern Lutheran Theological

Seminary Graduate Gathering

x

s

Thursday, Jan. 8
7- 8: 30

a.m.

LifeMap° Seminar and Breakfast Buffet
sponsored by Luther Seminary and

f

4,

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans (see page 7)
9

Plenary

a. m.

with

the Rev. Dr. Jim Nestingen:

Households as the Mask of God:
Households as Domestic Church"
10

Chapel: 2 Samuel 13: 1- 22

a. m.

Preacher: Dr. Diane Jacobson

10: 30- 11

a. m.

Break

s

xr

a
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11

a. m.-

Noon

Seminars ( see descriptions on pages 10- 15)

Helping Parents Become Asset Builders

Families in the Changing Face of Rural America
How to Make Family Work in a 24/ 7 World
Passing on the Faith
Starter Marriages: The Role of Cohabitation

Getting Ready for Remarriage
Ministry with Postmoderns/ Singles

Straight or Gay: Hearing Each Other's Stories
Intergenerational Life Among Immigrants
Health and Healing of the Aged

Healing Broken Lives and Relationships
w;

x
F

Noon- 1: 30 p. m.

Lunch (included in registration fee)

t

Informal discussion with plenary speakers

t

1: 30- 2: 45 p. m.

Plenary with Dr. Diana Garland:
Sacred Stories of Ordinary Families"

Y

2: 45- 3: 15 p. m.

Break

3: 15- 4: 15 p. m.

Seminars ( see seminar list above)

4: 15- 5: 30 p. m.

Vendor Fair and Reception

5: 30- 7 p. m.

Down Home Barbecue Buffet

7- 8: 30 p. m.

Entertainment by Lynn Peterson and Richard
Dworsky from A Prairie Home Companion

Friday, Jan. 9
7: 30- 8: 30

9- 10

10

a. m.

a.m.

a. m.

Centered LifeTm Breakfast

Plenary with the Rev. Dr. Roland
Martinson: " Family, Faith and Christian
Ministry in Private and Public Relationships"
Chapel: Ephesians 5: 21- 33
Preacher: the Rev. Dr. Richard Wallace

Holy Communion
Presider: the Rev. Robert Brusic
11: 30

nnnn, ne

a. m.

Lunch (included in registration fee)
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Vendor & Resource Fair
Visit the vendor and resource fair to learn about resources
available to you and your congregation. The fair is held
in Northwestern Hall, where registration and a number of

Convocation seminars will be located. The fair will also include
prize drawings.
This year' s vendor and resource fair participants include:
Adorn this House

Mount Carmel

AGORA Ministries

Penscriptions

Anrias Inc.
ARC Retreat Center

Region 3, Camping Network
School of Urban Ministry

Center for

The Search Institute

and

Aging,
Spirituality

Religion

Crossways International

Tentmakers

The Bethel Series

Pensions

ELCA Div. Global Missions

Thrivent Financial

Faith Inkubators

Word & World

Handwoven

by Lucy

Brusic

x

World Servants

I Weave What I Believe

Youth Encounter

Kairos

Youth Leadership

and

y

Seraphim Communications

ELCA Board

of

Associates Inc.

k

Logos Productions, Inc.

Lutheran Church

r

Library

N,-

Assoc.

Ffi

fi

y

LifeMap°

Seminar

and

Breakfast Buffet

Learn

about LifeMap® and enjoy a special breakfast on
Thursday, Jan. 8, 7- 8: 30 a.m. This presentation will be hosted

by Luther Seminary and Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.
is

LifeMap®

a tool geared to

help

individuals

remember

their

past, take stock of the present and achieve their dreams for
the future. Tickets are $ 4 and are required for admittance to
the breakfast. Space is limited. Reserve your tickets early by

indicating

your reservation on

Centered

LifeTm

the registration form.

a. m.

Reserve

Breakfast

your

free ticket

on your registration

a

V
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Come and learn how Centered Life can help your congregation
equip people to live out their callings in daily life — at work,
at home, at church and in the community. A complimentary
continental breakfast will be served on Friday, Jan. 9 at 7: 308: 30

r

form.
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Down Home Barbecue Buffet
Don' t miss a chance to gather with old friends and make
new acquaintances over helpings of fried chicken and pulled

barbecue pork in the Olson Campus Center dining room,
5: 30- 7 p. m. Advance tickets

are required and cost $

10 per

person. Space is limited so register in advance on your
registration form.

J

Entertainment by Lynn Peterson,
with accompaniment by Richard Dworsky
After the Thursday night buffet, you' re invited to hear the
delightful sounds of Lynn Peterson, accompanied by A Prairie
Home Companion regular, Richard Dworsky. The concert begins
at 7 p. m., in the Chapel of the Incarnation. Admission is free.
Lynn Peterson began studying music at an early age. After
a few years of instruction in classical piano, she began

composing melodies and folk songs.
4
fi

Peterson' s songs have been recorded by popular recording
artists, and her voice has been heard on national television. She

continues to write songs, sing in the church choir, and when

y3

she' s lucky, sing duets with Garrison Keillor on A Prairie Home
Companion. Her latest recording is a two part album titled,
Hymns for the Whole Family( HymnsandHers. com).

Richard Dworsky has been a studio musician for 29 years.
He has performed with Al Jarreau, composed many musicals

for the Minneapolis Children' s Theatre Company and under
scored the animation, A Joan Walsh Anglund Christmas. His

piano recordings include his CD, The Path to You ( Inner Vista

Records) and his piece A Morning With The Roses (Windham Hill
Piano Sampler,

and

Windows - Windham Hill 2 5 Years of Piano).

One of his songs was recorded by Tony Award winning singer/
actress, Kristin Chenoweth, for her recent CD on Sony Classical.

LIVING OUT OUR CALLINGS AT HOME • 9

Keynote Presenters
The Rev. Dr. James Nestingen

Professor of Church History, Luther Seminary
Dr. Nestingen has taught at Luther Seminary
for over 20 years. He has a deep- rooted
passion for teaching key concepts at the
very heart of Lutheranism. Prior to teaching
at Luther, he led congregations in Oregon,

E.

Toronto and Tanzania, Africa. His booksr
include: The Faith We Hold; Martin Luther: His

Lie and His Writings; Roots of Our Faith; and
Free to Be, co- authored with Gerhard Forde.
Gr

;

Dr. Diana Garland
v

Director of the Center for

Family& Community
Ministries; Chair of the School of Social Work,
Baylor University, Waco, Texas
An author, lecturer, and consultant, Dr.
Garland has worked with numerous agencies,
universities, churches, and religious

organizations in the area of family ministry.
She is currently conducting research on family
faith and on the strengths and challenges
of families in Christian congregations. Her

books include: Sacred Stories of Ordinary
Families: Living the Faith in Daily Life; Family
Ministry, and Precious in His Sight: A Guide to
Child Advocacy.
The Rev. Dr. Roland Martinson

Carrie Olson Baalson Professor of Children
Youth and Family Ministry, Luther Seminary
For more nearly 30 years, Dr. Martinson has
taught pastors and lay leaders to be pro-active
in shaping families for life and faith and to be
responsive to ministering to families in crises.
He is a member of the National Council on

Family Relations. His written works

include: Sexual Orientation: The History
and Significance of an Idea; Gearing Up for
Youtn Ministry in the 21st Century, and Couch
or Confessional.

9A F

.
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Seminar Information

Helping Parents Become Asset Builders
Parents often have little support in their important task of nur-

turing the healthy development of children and teenagers. A
new study by the Search Institute and YMCA of the USA, titled
Building Strong Families, examines the strengths of parents
and their sources of support. This session presents key find-

ings from the study along with insights from a new survey for
congregations to use in assessing their ministries with children,
r h

j

youth and families. Participants will discuss the implications

of the study for how congregations support parents in nurturing their children' s spiritual growth and healthy development
during childhood and adolescence.

Y

y

3

fi

Presenter

Eugene C. Roehlkepartain is director of family and congregation
initiatives for the Search Institute, a Minneapolis-based

organization dedicated to the healthy development of
Children, youth, and families. He leads the Institute' s research,

publishing, training, and consulting projects that focus on
spiritual development, congregational life and families. He

has written more than 20 books and numerous newspaper,
magazine and journal articles on youth development, families

and parenting, spirituality and congregational life, community
building, and related issues.
Families in the Changing Face of Rural America

This seminar explores some of the dynamics affecting families
in rural America today. These dynamics include social, economic and political changes as well as changing characteristics
of rural families themselves. Participants in this seminar will

explore these dynamics and engage in a discussion of what

these changes mean for local churches and for any persons
engaged in ministry in rural America.
Presenter

Dr. Bernard Evans holds the Virgil Michel Ecumenical Chair

in Rural Social Ministries. He teaches courses on ministry in
rural communities, Christian social ethics and environmental

ethics. He is active in other rural ministry projects through the

j

Minnesota Consortium of Theological Schools, the Minnesota
Catholic Conference and the Joint Religious Legislative
Coalition of the Minnesota Council of Churches.

nnnn, an

e
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How to Make Family Work in a 24/ 7 World
The more wired we are the more disconnected we become.

Today' s children spend 74 times as much time sitting in
front of a TV or video game screen as they do in one-to-one
conversation with their fathers. Sixty-two percent of American
children have TVs in their bedrooms. Ninety-one percent of
Americans say that the pace of life is having a negative impact
on family life. This workshop will explore the importance of
connection and how to restore it in a non-stop, 24/ 7 world.
Presenter

Dr. David Walsh is the president and founder of the National

Institute on Media and the Family in Minneapolis. Psychologist,
educator, author, speaker and parent of three, Walsh has

emerged as one of the leading authorities in America on
and family life. He has spoken to professional

parenting

xY

asti -

t

and general audiences throughout the world and has been a
frequent

z

guest on national media.

Passing on the Faith
This workshop will explore the role of family in nurturing
Christian faith. It will also offer a model for passing on the
faith for use in the home and congregation. Emphasis will be
given to the biblical and historical context of life at home and

how it partners with congregation in ministry. The workshop
will

frame the discussion

language

of

home

of word and sacrament

and congregation

ministry

and

in the

NVR

j {{ {

k-

the means of

gracegrace that create faith in domestic as well as congregational
settings.

Presenter

k`

Dr. David W. Anderson is the director for home

andp

congregational renewal at The Youth and Family Institute in
Bloomington, Minn. He also teaches at Concordia University in
St. Paule Minn. and the Center for Youth Ministries of Wartburg
Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa. He is an author and speaker on
faith formation in home
with

and congregation.

He

Paul Hill, Frogs Without Legs Can' t Hear:

l

i

fkt
t

co- authored,

k r
T

Nurturing

Disciples In Home and Congregation.

rn

I

k
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Starter Marriages: The Role of Cohabitation
This workshop

will examine cohabitation — or starter marriages

in contemporary culture. What does the research say about
the positive or negative effect of cohabitation on marriage? What

dynamics are unique to cohabitation and which dynamics carry
over into marriage? What challenges does cohabitation bring
for the pastor and the church? What are the range of pastoral
responses to those who cohabitate? Participants are encouraged to

bring their questions experiences and pastoral wisdom to share in
an open dialogue.

My

X
r

Wi

F

r

x

g

Presenter

J

x

The Rev. Dr. John Henrich is a licensed psychologist and ELCA

YYMYy

pastor. He has a private practice in Burnsville, Minn., and works
1

as apsychologist at Westminster Counselingg Center and North
Central Ministry Development Center. Ordained in 1979, Henrich

r

served parishes in Boston, Connecticut and Chicago. He also

worked as a hospital chaplain and interim pastor.

Getting Ready for Remarriage
This workshop will focus on how to help couples who are
planning to remarry assess their own readiness. Often times
pastors have intuitive " red flags" when couples come in and
y

t

j

announce their plans. This session will identify the work that
needs to be addressed before people remarry. This will include
issues such as closure in the first relationship, boundaries and
each person acting with integrity in their actions.
Presenter

ffl
r

The Rev. Karen Stevensen is a licensed clinical social worker

with over 20 years experience in marriage and family counseling.
Currently she is serving half-time as an associate pastor at St.
Luke' s Lutheran Church in Bloomington, Minn., and half-time in

private practice. She has developed a pre-marriage workshop for
couples that is presented quarterly in eight Metro- area churches.
Ministry With Post-Moderns/ Singles
You want me to go to CHURCH? What is it like for singles in your

congregation? Why don' t they come? Would you know if there
were single people in your church? How? What does it mean to
have a family of " friends"? What does it mean to be a faithful

family of one? This workshop will explore ministry to singles.

a

im

aMA
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Presenters

The Rev. Scott Searl is the pastor of stewardship at Mount
Calvary Lutheran Church in Excelsior, Minn., where he oversees
the young adults and singles ministries. Previously, he served
at Youth Leadership as the director of development.
The Rev. Erin Bents is pastor for outreach at Christ the King
Lutheran Church in New Brighton, Minn., where she leads

ministry with young adults, social justice, global and local
missions and evangelism/ outreach. Previously she served at
First Lutheran Church in Litchfield, Minn., as the youth director
and director of Christian education.

The Rev. Heidi Binstock is associate pastor at Christ the King
Lutheran Church in White Bear Lake, Minn. There she leads

small groups, the youth and young adults ministry, worship
services and educational programing.

Straight or Gay. Hearing Each Other's Stories
Mutual conversation and dialogue are proven, long-standing
Christian practices of living the faith at home and in
community. Sexuality and sexual orientation in particular are
often difficult matters for faith communities to examine and

discuss. This workshop will offer perspectives on personal and
professional experiences about the power of "story" in creating
a climate of respect and honesty in which differences can

k

become the occasion for construction and celebration rather

than conflict and division. This workshop will also present a
first-hand view of what it is like to be an openly gay, partnered
individual in the ELCA. A brief question and answer time will

c

conclude the presentation.

Presenters

Dr. Roland Martinson (see page 9 for speaker bio).
i

Mark Sedio is director of music at Central Lutheran Church in

Minneapolis and a music instructor at Luther Seminary. He is
currently a candidate for a master of arts in liturgical studies
at St. John' s University, Collegeville, Minn. A recitalist, clinician,
conductor and composer, Sedio has presented hymn festivals
and recitals around the United States and Europe. Over 100

of his compositions are available from a variety of publishing
houses.

14•
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Intergenerational Life Among Immigrants
Moving to a place of intercultural effectiveness and maximizing
the benefits created by our diversity is a matter of the head
and heart. This workshop will explore the existential, spiritual
and philosophical underpinnings of immigration. At the end

of the session, participants will learn about the legal definition
and applied meaning of " immigrants," the dynamics of

intergenerational life among immigrants, the challenges facing
immigrants and pastoral care opportunities. Participants will

also receive a cultural competency framework for bridging the
cultural gap.
Presenter
Jar

i

The Rev. Dr. Okokon O. Udo is a Presbyterian minister and

founder and president of Distinctive Leader Options, Inc. He
is an international speaker, consultant, corporate trainer and

f

coach on innovation, leadership, spirituality and organizational
and intercultural effectiveness. He also serves as an adjunct
professor at several upper midwestern colleges and universities

and is chair of the master of science degree program in
integrative health and wellness at Northwestern Health Sciences

University.
Healing Broken Lives and Relationships
Brokenness is inevitable in our human experience. So, what do
we do after the damage has been done? This seminar will take

a conversational and reflective approach in exploring healing,
transformation. Topics may include: Healing

restoration and

ourselves and our relationships when we' ve made a poor

choice; healing from trauma, loss and tragedy; how to recover
when a significant relationship breaks down; systemic healing
in our world and our communities; preventing brokenness by
learning to defuse conflict and by managing our own fear and
anxiety.

Presenter

The Rev. Susan Nienaber is an ordained minister in the United
Methodist Church, a fellow with the American Association

of Pastoral Counselors and a licensed marriage and family
therapist. She has been in practice with the Westminster

Counseling Center since 1990. Her areas of interest and
specialty include psychotherapy with individuals, couples,
families with grown children, survivors of abuse, loss and
a

life transition.

nnn
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Health and Healing of the Aged: Ministry to the Aging
The ministry for healing and wholeness at Normandale
Lutheran Church in Edina, Minn., is a program that holistically
supports elders and their caregivers. It is a successful model
that responds
to the non-medical
p

quality of life of elders
not routinely provided by existing social service or health
organizations. This session will help identify services and
programs that churches can provide for elders. It will also
cover how the program was formed and how it operates,

including information on funding, volunteer recruitment,
retention, services offered in the home and its impact on the
community.

s
s

Presenter

Jean Sigford is the director of the ministry for healing and
wholeness, a non-profit program founded and located at
Normandale Lutheran Church in Edina, Minn. For the

past

r

20

years, Sigford has worked with identifying, developing and
administrating support services designed to keep elderly
people living in their homes. As part of this effort, she has
directed home health care agencies, adult day programs and
health services at assisted living facilities.

New Convocation Seminar Added!
h

The

Elderly—Things Pastors and Families Should Know
a

Presenter: Martha Baker
Chaplain, Stillwater Good Samaritan

Nursing

y

Center
a,

This session will explore some of the major issues related to

older adults and their families, including: the spiritual needs
of older adults; needs of

families caring for

older adults;

x

the

importance of congregational ministries with older adults and

their families; and, exploring resources for older adults and
their families.

Visit www.luthersem.edu/ convo for speaker information.
Convocation registrants will be assigned to two seminars. We will
attempt to honor your seminar selections; however, seminars are

available on a first-come, first-served basis only.
To register for this seminar contact: Kim Maria Kramer (651) 641- 3431
local); (888) 358- 8437 (toll free); or, e-mail kmkramer@luthersem.edu
II

1
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Convocation Registration
Registration opens online and via mail on Oct. 15. It will

j

close on Dec. 15 or when the registration is full. Advance
registration for Mid-Winter Convocation is required. Space is
limited. No walk-in registrations will be accepted.

N

Refer to the enclosed registration form for fee information.

Registrations submitted online and by mail will be accepted on
a first-come, first-served basis. For the quickest registration,

x

sign up online at: www.luthersem.edu/ convo. Be sure to
register by Dec. 1 for a reduced rate.

r
r

Refund Policy
Before Convocation

If a participant who is registered for the entire Convocation is

unable to attend due to a pastoral or family emergency, a full
57,

refund is granted if notice is received before Jan. 7. To request
a full refund under these circumstances, please call (651) 641-

3419. Refunds will not be issued for absences due to inclement
weather. No refunds are available for part time registrants.

During Convocation
If a participant is called away because of an emergency during
Convocation, there

will

be

a $

30 refund. Refund requests

must be made at the registration desk during Convocation. No
refund requests will be accepted after Convocation.

About Luther Seminary
Luther Seminary empowers individuals to fulfill God' s call
as

Christian leaders — pastors, teachers, and congregational

and community leaders. We offer rigorous and well-respected
academic programs with an unparalleled breadth of courses.

Our faculty are internationally known scholars with a deep
commitment to their students. They are prolific writers and
highly regarded teachers of the church.
More than one- third of ELCA clergy, a significant number of
the ELCA' s lay professionals, and increasing numbers of nonLutheran lay and ordained leaders are educated at Luther
Seminary.
For more information about Luther Seminary, visit us online at
www.luthersem.edu, or call (651) 641- 3521, or ( 800) 588- 4373.

fI] EUMUA

Registration Fees & Payment Information

Registration includes a copy of the Convocation 2004 study guide.)
Full Registration Fee

Fees for registrations received by Dec. 1:
90/ person ( includes two lunches)

80/ person for two or more members of a
congregation ( includes two lunches per person)

40/ person for retired participants and their spouses
includes two lunches per person)

FREE for Luther Seminary 2003 graduates, students,
faculty, emeriti and staff (lunches not included)
Fees for registrations received after Dec. 1:
140/ person ( includes two lunches)

130/ person for two or more members of a
congregation ( includes two lunches per person)

50/ person for retired participants and their spouses
includes two lunches per person)

FREE for Luther Seminary 2003 graduates, students,
faculty, emeriti and staff (lunches not included)
Partial Registration Fee
Wednesday, $ 55/ person

Thursday, $ 75/ person (includes lunch)
Friday, $ 55/ person ( includes lunch)

Breakfast Gatherings
for the LifeMap® Seminar
and breakfast buffet at $ 4 each. ( See page 7 for details.)
Please

reserve —

ticket( s)

Please

reserve —

ticket( s)

for the complementary

Centered LifeT' breakfast. (See page 7 for details.)

Dinner Buffet Tickets
Please
I/

reserve—

we want

ticket( s) at $ 10 each.

vegetarian meals.

Convocation CDs
I

want—

set( s) of CDs of primary lectures at

30 per set.
I

want—

set( s) of CDs of the primary lectures

and chapel services at $ 45 per set.

Total Fees Enclosed

